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The Indian Ocean has long been the focal point of trade , not

only for commodities , but for ideas , religions , people , and

politics . It has joined cultures by the sea and/or connected to

the sea for centuries . It has been a source of cosmopolitanism in

such places as the East African Coast , the Malabar Coast , and

the Strait of Malacca , as well as a tool for colonisation and the

forced resettlement of slaves in other lands . As China ’s influence

increases in the region through the Belt and Road Initiative in

the 21st century , we are reminded of the opportunities as well as

challenges that exchange in the Indian Ocean presents . The

conference is a forum for the discussion of these and related

issues . It is purposively interdisciplinary , including historical and

contemporary views , and is wide-ranging in its representation of

human activity and exchange throughout the Indian Ocean

region . We are pleased to be able to hold the conference in the

beautiful surroundings of Perth , a short distance from the Swan

River which flows into the Indian Ocean . Please enjoy your time

at the conference , networking and developing friendships , and

we hope you have the opportunity to travel around Perth and

Western Australia . We look forward to the many discussions that

will take place at the conference , and to our ongoing

collaboration in the future as we explore the Indian Ocean and

its peoples . 

 

Dr Joshua Esler
Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences

Sheridan College

WELCOME

On behalf of the organising committee and the Faculty of

Humanities and Social Sciences at Sheridan College , I ’m pleased

to welcome all delegates to the conference . In Perth we live ,

work , and play by the Indian Ocean . We also have a rich

historical connection to other countries in the Indian Ocean

region . We look forward to the interdisciplinary debates and

discussions we will engage in over these two days .
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VENUE
ADDRESS

Sheridan College ,  

1/10 Nash St , 

Perth WA 6000
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PIER LARSON
Professor Pier Larson is an

historian of Africa , specialising in

east and southern Africa , France ’s

African and Indian Ocean empires ,

and slavery and the slave trades .

Professor Larson ’s research is

concerned with the social ,

cultural , and intellectual history of

Madagascar and the western

Indian Ocean islands .

Professor Larson has authored

several works based on his

research , including Ocean of

Letters (Cambridge University

Press , 2009), a study of

imperialism , language , and

creolization in the largest African

diaspora of the Indian Ocean in

the early modern period .

He is also currently working on two

book projects concerning a history

of literacy and power in highland

Madagascar between c . 1820 and

1860 , and another focused on the

collective biography of a mixed-race

family of free origins based in île de

France/Mauritius .

MALCOLM TULL
Malcolm Tull is Emeritus Professor

in the School of Business at

Murdoch University , Perth , Western

Australia .  His main research fields

are maritime economics , maritime

economic history and fisheries

socio-economics .  Malcolm ’s

publications include A Community

Enterprise : the History of the Port

of Fremantle , 1897 to 1997 (1997),

Port Privatisation : The Asia-Pacific

Experience (2008), co-edited with

James Reveley , and The Historical

Perspectives on Fisheries

Exploitation in the Indo-Pacific

(2014), co-edited with

 Joseph Christensen . 
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He was joint editor of the

International Journal of Maritime

History from 2000-2008 . Malcolm is

currently President of the

International Maritime History

Association and is a life member of

the Australian Association for

Maritime History .

KEYNOTE
SPEAKERS



A B O U T

S H E R I D A N

C O L L E G E

Sheridan College was founded by

members of the Baptist denomination,

and began delivering its first courses in

2015. The College has no religious

requirements for admission, welcoming

students from all faiths or none to

complete their chosen degree in

collaboration with the College faculty.

As an independent community of

Christian scholars, academic staff are

engaged in specialised teaching and

research. One of the College’s core

commitments is to reduce financial

barriers to quality higher education.

Tuition fees paid by students are only

applied to teaching and administration

costs, not redirected to cross-subsidise

research. For this reason, Sheridan

College is able to deliver Bachelor and

Master courses at tuition rates lower

than those charged by public

universities. At Sheridan College we

aspire to offer higher education to those

who are seeking to live an extraordinary

life. To this end, the college seeks to

inspire its students to love truth, seek

wisdom, embrace innovation and be

instruments of peace in the world.

Looking to the future, one of the aims of the

College is to establish an Indian Ocean

research centre, which will be

multidisciplinary in nature, and explore many

of the themes discussed at the conference.

The proposed centre will provide courses on

the history, cultures, and languages of the

Indian Ocean region. We look forward to

further collaboration with Indian Ocean

scholars as we move towards this goal.
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GENERAL
INFORMATION

Privacy Statement 
In registering for this event relevant

details may be incorporated into a

delegate list for the benefit of major

sponsors and other parties directly

related to the Conference . Should you

wish for your details not to be included

in this list please inform the

Registration Desk on site at the

Conference .

 

Disclaimer of Liability 
Program Handbook 
The program handbook is not an official

publication and should not be used as a

reference . 

 

Photography & Recording of sessions
Please be advised recording of sessions

or photography of sessions or posters is

not permitted . 

 

The Organising committee will not

accept liability for damages of any

nature sustained by participants or their

accompanying persons or loss of or

damage to their personal property as a

result of the Conference or related

events . 

 

Indemnity
Should for any reason outside the

control of the Conference Organisers ,

the venue or speakers change , or the

event be cancelled , the Conference

Organisers shall endeavour to

reschedule , but the client hereby

indemnifies and holds the Conference

Organisers including but not limited to

the Host and Organising Committee

harmless from and against any and all

costs , damages and expenses .
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Internet
WiFi access is available at the

conference venue . The username

and password is included in your

conference satchel .

 

Meals
All tea breaks and lunches will be

served in the foyer outside the

conference room (Room 1) in the

South Wing .

 

Mobile Devices
As a courtesy to other participants ,

please ensure that all mobile

devices are turned off or are on

‘silent ’ mode during all

presentations . 

 

Name Badges
All delegates are given a name

badge at registration . It is necessary

for delegates to wear their name

badges at all times when on-site for

security reasons .

 

Parking
Limited parking is available at

Sheridan College . 

Parking permits at the college will

be available for collection with your

name badge . Parking is also

available along Nash Street

($4 .20/hour), or for lower rates at

the following locations :

St Johns Square Car Park , 

16 Aberdeen St ;

173 Stirling St Parking ;

 Wilson Parking , 130 William St .



Smoking Policy 
Sheridan College is a non-smoking

zone . This policy also applies to the

majority of restaurants , bars and

shopping centres in Perth .

 

Medical Assistance
Please check with your hotel

concierge . Alternately the Health

Engine website may be of use for

locating available medical

appointments in the area :

www .healthengine .com .au/appoint

ments/WA/Perth

 

ATMs
Nearest ATM locations : Star

Payment ATM , 2/250 Beaufort St

Cashcard , 187 Stirling St

ANZ , East Perth Caltex , 157 Lord St

 

Banks
Commonwealth , Shop 1/95 William

St 

Bendigo Bank , 225 St Georges

Terrace

P&N Bank , Level 6 , Kings Square ,

556 Wellington St

Car Rental
Budget : 13 27 27

Hertz : 13 30 39

Avis : 13 63 63

 

Useful Local Telephone Numbers
Swan Taxis : 13 13 30

Bus & Rail Information : 13 62 13 

Ambulance : 000

Police : 13 14 44

 

Public Transport
The Conference venue is directly

opposite McIver Station , from where

you can take the train into the city

(alternatively a 10 min walk). 

 

Infoline : 13 62 13 

www .transperth .wa .gov .au

GENERAL
INFORMATION
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P R O G R A M
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8:00-17:00

FRIDAY 22 NOVEMBER

Registration Open

9:30-10:30

Welcome to Country

Kevin Fitzgerald

Keynote Presentation

The Ken Macpherson Memorial Lecture: 
Family and History in the Indian Ocean

Dr Joshua Esler , Sheridan College

Professor Pier Larson , Johns Hopkins University

WELCOME ADDRESS

10:30-11:00 MORNING TEA

SESSION 1: POLITICS (A)

Chairperson : Professor Malcolm Tull , Murdoch University

The emerging reality of ‘Chindia’: Problems and prospects

Dr Jonathan James , Sheridan College

India’s Maritime Engagement with the ‘Indo-Pacific’
through the Act East Policy
Joshua T . Khaute (PhD Candidate), University of Hyderabad

11:00-11:30

11:30-12:00

Room: 1 (South Wing)

Room: 1 (South Wing)



P R O G R A M

FRIDAY 22 NOVEMBER

The case of Ah Keo: How the death of one man to bubonic

plague exposed the worst of our post-colonial prejudices

Dr Michelle McKeough , (Independent Scholar)

Chairperson : Dr Jenny Skerritt , Sheridan College

Dr Nick Guoth , Australian National University , Canberra

SESSION 2: DISEASE (A)

12:30-13:30 LUNCH

SESSION 3: COMMODITIES AND TRADE ROUTES
(A)

Chairperson : Peter Ridgway , Immediate Past President of AAMH

From the Indian Ocean to the Atlantic: The Nineteenth
Century Commercial Ventures of Oman-Zanzibar
Professor Jeremy Prestholdt , University of California , San Diego 
(paper to be read in absence)

Sailors, soldiers, traders and Independence: Indian Ocean
networks 1945 – 1950
Professor Heather Goodall , University of Technology , Sydney

Treasure Seekers: The Movement of Gold, Silver and
Copper through the Indian Ocean in the mid nineteenth
century

13:30-14:00

14:00-14:30

14:30-15:00
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12:00-12:30

Room: 1 (South Wing)

Room: 1 (South Wing)



P R O G R A M

FRIDAY 22 NOVEMBER (CONT.)

From Beach Landing to Port City – the factors in the 
origins and evolution of a shipping gateway to the 
Midwest of Australia
Dr Howard Gray (independent researcher and author)
(paper read in absence)

Professor Rajasundram Sathiendrakumar , Sheridan College

16:00-16:30 AFTERNOON TEA

15:30-16:00 Trade in Medicinal Plants among the Indian Ocean Rim
Association member Countries and Indian Initiative

Dr Mala Agarwal and Dr Amita Agarwal , B .B .D . Government College
(paper read in absence)

Seafaring in the South China Sea, Commonalities

Dr Charlotte Minh Ha Pham (Independent Scholar)

The Role of International Tourism in the Maldives
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15:00-15:30

Chairperson : Peter Ridgway , Immediate Past President of AAMH

SESSION 3: COMMODITIES AND TRADE ROUTES
(A)
Room: 1 (South Wing)

Trade & Commerce in 17th Century India through the
Travelogue of Jeweller Traveller J.B. Tavernier

Dr P .S . Premsagar , G .G . Khadse College (paper read in absence)

16:30-17:00

17:00-17:30

17:30-18:00



P R O G R A M

8:00-17:00

SATURDAY 23 NOVEMBER

Registration Open

9:30-10:15

Seaports and Chinese soft power in the Indian Ocean

Professor Malcolm Tull , Murdoch University

Chairperson : Dr Joshua Esler , Sheridan College

KEYNOTE PRESENTATION

10:15-11:00 MORNING TEA

SESSION 4: DISEASE (B)

Chairperson : Dr Jenny Skerritt , Sheridan College

Empire, Environment and Disease: an Indian Ocean Case
Study (Mauritius)
Dr . Krish Seetah , Stanford University

11:00-11:30

Room: 1 (South Wing)

Room: 1 (South Wing)
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SESSION 5: POLITICS (B)

Room: 1 (South Wing)

Chairperson : Dr Jenny Skerritt , Sheridan College

Reactions to the Japanese Occupation
 of French Indochina: 1940-1945
Jackson Black , Sheridan College

11:30-12:00



P R O G R A M

SATURDAY 23 NOVEMBER

12:00-12:30

Ellianna Frame , Sheridan College

12:30-13:30 LUNCH 

Gary Wilson , Senior Master

14:00-14:30 The role of ethical disruptions to unethical business
dealings beyond the enforceability powers of the United
Nations to set human rights practices in business
dealings and trade in the Indian Ocean Region
Andrea Tokaji (PhD Candidate), University of Notre Dame , Sydney

14:30-15:00

SESSION 6: SLAVE TRADE

Room: 1 (South Wing)

Chairperson : Sally May , Secretary of AAMH

The Dutch East India Company’s Intervention on the
Island of Lombok at the end of the 19th Century

THE AUSTRALIAN ASSOCIATION FOR MARITIME

HISTORY (AAMH) AGM , ROOM 2 (SOUTH WING)

13:30-14:00

Maritime and Underwater Cultural Heritage in Mauritius:
Shipwrecks Mapping and Slave Trade Ships
Stefania Manfio (PhD candidate), Stanford University
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Coral Expeditions Presentation: Cruising the Small Islands
of the Indian Ocean



P R O G R A M

SATURDAY 23 NOVEMBER

15:00-15:30

Dr . Azim Zahir , University of Western Australia

16:30-17:00 AFTERNOON TEA

Room: 1 (South Wing)

SESSION 7: RELIGION

Dr Susantha and Dr Hema Goonatilake , Royal Asiatic Society , Sri Lanka

17:00-17:30 Archaeology of the North West Shelf, Australia

Professor Peter Veth , Director of UWA Oceans Institute ,
University of Western Australia

SESSION 8: ARCHAEOLOGY

Room: 1 (South Wing)

Chairperson : Dr Jenny Skerritt , Sheridan College

The Influence of Indian Sub-Continental 
Liberal Islam on the Maldives

Chairperson : Dr Jonathan James , Sheridan College

Cultural Dynamics in the Indian Ocean
in the Past and the Future

Dr Joshua Esler , Sheridan College

A Bengali Prince, the Indian Ocean, 
and the ‘landlocked’ kingdom of Tibet

15:30-16:00

16:00-16:30
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P R O G R A M

SATURDAY 23 NOVEMBER

17:30-18:00

Ian McCann (Masters student), University of New England , and
Dr Jun Kimura , Tokai University

Anchors of Central Vietnam and 
Ancient Maritime Trade in the Indian Ocean
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CONFERENCE CONCLUDES

Date : Saturday 23 November 2019
Time : 19 :30-22 :30
Venue : The Island Brew House , Elizabeth Quay  
Cost : $39 pp (not including drinks)
 
Cost not included in registration

CONFERENCE DINNER

18:00

19:30-22:30



Family and History in the Indian Ocean
The keynote address will honor the work of the late Dr Ken

McPherson ’s on the Indian Ocean , and discuss some of the

possibilities and implications of focusing on families in the

context of thinking about and doing Indian Ocean histories .

How might one do histories of families or use families for

doing history? Professor Larson will also discuss some of the

ways he is struggling with these issues in the context of the

western Indian Ocean , especially its islands .

ABSTRACTS

FRIDAY 22 NOVEMBER

Page 16



The emerging reality of ‘Chindia’: Problems and prospects
 

“Chindia”, a term coined by Indian politician , Jairam Ramesh (2005)

signifies the growing influence of the two most populous nations in the

world – China and India . The paper engages with the established

concept of hegemony and empire in International Studies which

purports how the world ’s peace and economic success was due

historically to Pax Ramona followed by Pax Britannica and now Pax

Americana (Parchami , 2009). Therefore , the current era is the era of

American ascendancy in international affairs starting in 1945 . The

proponents of the Chindia portmanteau (Sheth , 2007 & Chiahou , 2012),

draw attention to the combined economies and political weaponry of

these nations suggesting that Chinda could one day replace the

current political and economic positioning of USA in the world . This

paper raises the issue of whether the rise of Chindia will change the

international terrain . It points out the similarities between China and

India especially China ’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) and India ’s Look

East Policy but argues that the differences between the two nations are

significant enough to restrict the possibility of Chindia jointly

overtaking USA ’s current standing . However , the paper suggests that

China ’s growing military , political and economic positioning calls for

greater scrutiny and scholarship .

ABSTRACTS
FRIDAY 22 NOVEMBER
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India’s Maritime Engagement with the ‘Indo-Pacific’ 
through the Act East Policy
 

The ‘Indo–Pacific ’ has gained significant attention globally . The ‘ocean ’

is the common thread that connects the vast Indo-Pacific region . After

assuming Prime Ministership in 2014 , Mr . Modi upgraded India ’s Look

East Policy to Act East Policy . Here , under the ActEast Policy , the focus

of India has expanded beyond the ASEAN states and have

encompassed ‘the extended neighbours ’ of the Asia-Pacific regions-viz-

a-viz Australia , Japan , New Zealand , South Korea etc . , to promote

economic , strategic and cultural ties . Since 80 percent of global trade

by volume and 70 percent by value passes through this region , the over

reliance on the Sea Lanes requires a free , open , inclusive , cooperative

and collaborative Indo-Pacific . Additionally , China ’s territorial disputes

with countries of Southeast Asia have sought greater Indian

engagement in the region . Thus , in this backdrop the article seeks to

analyse India ’s maritime engagement in the Indo-Pacific region

through its Act East Policy and investigate India ’s ambitions , primary

concerns and how it seeks to address them .

FRIDAY 22 NOVEMBER
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ABSTRACTS



The case of Ah Keo: How the death of one man to bubonic plague
exposed the worst of our post-colonial prejudices

FRIDAY 22 NOVEMBER

Page 19

ABSTRACTS

During the final years of the nineteenth century , an international

pandemic of Bubonic Plague was carried throughout the British

maritime trading world . This pandemic reached Western Australia in

April , 1900 leaving a number of Indian Ocean countries in its wake ,

although it was at its most virulent in India . Once here , the West

Australian experience of bubonic plague not only gave emphasis to a

crisis of sanitation and health , but exposed the worst prejudices of its

colonial beginnings . By April , 1901 the cities of Perth and Fremantle

had experienced five outbreaks of bubonic plague . All of them in areas

of over-crowding and poor sanitation . However , it was not until the

plague reached the Chinese community , that western Australians

displayed the social vilification that had coloured Sydney ’s recent

experience of plague . In Perth , this condemnation was pointed not at

the economic status of the plague victims , but at their race . Members

of the recent Chinese diaspora to the Western Australian goldfields ,

now settled in the city in a community of their own , were laid open to

slur and invective in the newspapers and in the courtrooms . This paper

uses , at its centre , the case of the first Chinese plague victim , Ah Keo ,

who was taken from the city ‘to a lonely place in the bush ’ to die

under a tree . It also examines the ugly controversy that surrounded his

death , and of the further deaths of his countrymen , revealing the

experience of Chinese immigrants during a crisis which has remained

unexamined in current historiography . The paper contends that

Western Australia ’s experience of bubonic plague was a result of its

membership of an ‘anglo- colonial world ’ . The expansion of world

trade exposed it to diseases brought in through international shipping

whilst its colonial partialities framed and influenced the State ’s

response to the victims of plague in the Chinese community .



From the Indian Ocean to the Atlantic: The Nineteenth Century
Commercial Ventures of Oman-Zanzibar
 

This talk explores a largely unacknowledged dimension of Indian

Ocean interfaces with distant world regions : the Sultanate of Oman-

Zanzibar ’s commercial ventures .  In the nineteenth century the

sultanate operated a small fleet of interoceanic trading vessels that

traversed the globe and projected Oman-Zanzibar ’s interests as far as

London and New York as well as Bombay , Istanbul , and Canton .  This

paper outlines the rationales and strategies that undergirded Omani-

Zanzibari commercial voyages .  Specifically , the paper offers a detailed

reflection on the sultanate ’s 1840 economic mission to New York City .

Sultan Seyyid Sa ‘īd and Zanzibar ’s merchant elite not only sought to

develop new economic links with America but also impress upon New

Yorkers the quality of goods available in the sultan ’s East African ,

southern Arabian , and Persian Gulf domains . As a result of this and

many other ventures throughout the nineteenth century , the sultanate

was able to affect trade relationships with the North Atlantic as well as

other Indian Ocean ports in significant ways .  The sultanate ’s outward

projection thus reveals an important history of multidirectional global

relationships in an age of increasing Western dominance .  Indeed ,

Omani-Zanzibari commercial ventures highlight global economic

networks shaped not only by the actions and interests of global

empires but also by the interests of smaller , less powerful Indian Ocean

actors .

ABSTRACTS
FRIDAY 22 NOVEMBER
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Sailors, soldiers, traders and Independence: 
Indian Ocean networks 1945 – 1950 
 

Recent history of the eastern Indian Ocean challenges definitions of

diasporas (eg Safran 1991) .  This paper is about Indians ,  Australians

and Indonesians in Indian Ocean networks immediately after WW2 .

Many Indians lived outside India – sometimes for long periods as

traders ,  sometimes only briefly as seafarers ,  and at others again in

conflictual roles as soldiers under British command .  Australians were

overseas as travellers ,  workers ,  soldiers and journalists .  There were

political activists among all of them .  Following Chatterji and

Washbrook (2013) ,  I argue that rather than being uniformly oriented

towards a homeland ,  Indians and Australians took diverse roles .  The

1945 Indonesian declaration of Independence was focal for Indians

and Australians as well as Indonesians themselves in offering visions

of national independence and of broader transnational freedom .  Not

only traders were trading .  Seafarers transported trade goods ,  soldiers

traded in power – especially those who crossed the lines to fight for

the other side .  Journalists were trading in information – and

sometimes in secrets .  Activists – including those from Communist

Parties in Australia ,  India ,  Europe and Indonesia – turned increasingly

to trade ,  as did Indonesian nationalists ,  to further strategies to break

the power of Dutch and British colonists .  Trade was essential to

building empires ,  but it was used as well to bring empires down .

ABSTRACTS
FRIDAY 22 NOVEMBER
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Treasure Seekers: The movement of gold, silver and copper
through the India Ocean in the late nineteenth century 
 

Throughout history treasure ,  made up of gold ,  silver and copper ,  has

been traded between numerous countries in Asia and those bordering

the Indian Ocean .  By the mid-nineteenth century ,  much of the trade

in treasure was controlled by the couriers of the British Empire .  The

treasure impinged on the people of China ,  India and many other

trading nations .  As the treasure was introduced from Great Britain ,

California and Australia ,  the trade expanded into a lucrative venture

for many merchants .  This paper argues that the movement and trade

of treasure in Asia played an important role in the development of

various companies as well as both the nations or colonies that they

represented and the nations that housed them .  Markets such as

Bombay ,  Calcutta ,  Mauritius and Canton accepted specie ,  bullion and

other manufactures of treasure .  Using the Prices Current circulars of a

selection of these ports together with reports from Mints and various

correspondence ,  the paper interprets and formulates patterns of how

the treasure travelled throughout Asia and who was involved .

Overlapping between empires can be found the fingerprints of British

traders and their connections to the British Empire as well as to

Britain itself .  The paper ,  thus ,  develops ideas circulating governance ,

networks and financial prudence as it transcends the opaque treasure

economy of the Indian Ocean and its neighbours .

ABSTRACTS
FRIDAY 22 NOVEMBER
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From Beach Landing to Port City – the factors in the origins and
evolution of a shipping gateway to the Midwest of Australia 
 

A rare protected bay on the western seaboard of Australia was

recognised as early as 1839 as a potentially important anchorage

from which materials might be landed or received by the sailing

vessels of the time .  Today  it is a significant shipping terminal for a

range of commodities .  The many factors that have determined its

gradual evolution are identified and examined ,  illustrating the multi-

dimensional nature of maritime enterprises and the connections

from the shore-based facilities to the land and to ever-changing

world-wide contexts .

ABSTRACTS
FRIDAY 22 NOVEMBER
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Trade in Medicinal Plants among the Indian Ocean Rim Association
member Countries and Indian Initiative
 

Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA), formerly known as Indian Ocean

Rim Association for Regional Cooperation (IOR-ARC) currently

represents a group of 21 countries and 7 dialogue partners . Australia ,

Bangladesh , Comoros , India , Indonesia , Iran , Kenya , Malaysia ,

Madagascar , Mauritius , Mozambique , Oman , Seychelles , Singapore ,

Somalia , South Africa , Sri Lanka , Tanzania , Thailand , UAE and Yemen

are member countries , China , Egypt , France , Japan , UK , USA and

Germany are dialogue partners . IORA collectively aims at enhancing

economic cooperation for sustained development and balanced

economic growth of its members .  The name IORA was adopted in

November 2013 in Perth , Australia during the 13th meeting of Foreign

Ministers . The IORA Secretariat is located at Port Louis , Mauritius and is

currently headed by Ambassador KV Bhagirath , IFS (Retd). India , South

Africa , Indonesia and Australia have seconded one Director each to the

Secretariat . 

India ’s domestic herbal industry is represented by 8610 licensed herbal

units , thousands of cottage level unregulated herbal units and millions

of folk healers and household level users of thousands of herbal raw

drugs on one hand and a complex trade web on the other that

channels the herbal raw drugs from various supply sources to the end

users . 

 

(Cont .)

ABSTRACTS
FRIDAY 22 NOVEMBER
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Council of Scientific & Industrial Research (CSIR) ,  India has entered

into a MoU with the Regional Centre for Science and Technology

Transfer (RCSTT) of Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA) for

designating Central Institute of Medicinal and Aromatic Plants ,

Lucknow (CSIR-CIMAP) as Coordinating Centre on Medicinal Plants .

The IORA Centre at CSIR-CIMAP will establish a database on the

important medicinal and aromatic plants ,  their value added

products ,  related experts and industries of the IORA member states

and organize meetings and training programmes to promote trade ,

commerce and scientific exchanges to complement the strength and

limitation of the member states .  The Coordination Centre will

promote cooperation in the area of traditional knowledge related to

medicinal plants for the welfare of the people of IORA member

states .  Indian mint ,  Iranian saffron ,  Sri Lankan black pepper and

mace from Indonesia along with over 300 other spices and medicinal

plants will have their genetic information profiled and saved .  Once

established ,  it will be the biggest gene bank of medicinal and

aromatic plants in the world .  These plants are native to the 23

countries bordering the Indian Ocean .  The member countries have

begun efforts to build the gene bank ,  with their first across the table

training programme currently .  The programme also aims to make

trade of these medicinal plants easier among the member countries

like the trade of saffron .  Iran is a leading exporter of saffron but the

Iranian saffron in the Indian market comes via Europe where it is

processed .

ABSTRACTS
FRIDAY 22 NOVEMBER
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Seafaring in the South China Sea, commonalities 
 

The  traditional  maritime  route  that  connected  China  to  the  Malay

Peninsula ,  and  from  there ,  the  Indian  Ocean  and  beyond  sailed  past

the  coast  of  Vietnam .  This  main  route  was  regularly  used  by  seafarers ,

both  local  and  foreign ,  and  was  considered  as  the  safest  for  centuries

mainly  because  of  the  hazards  lying  within  the  South  China  Sea .  In

fact ,  both  local  and  foreign  mariners  followed  the  same  routes

because  the  South  China  Sea  presented  similar  challenges  for

both .  Navigation  within  the  South  China  Sea  shows  a  number  of

commonalities  for  the  various  nations  that  sailed  its  waters .  Indeed ,

the  nature  of  the  South  China  Sea  is  the  same  for  everyone .  The

hazards  and  the  difficult  climate  knows  no  boundaries  and  the

typhoons  strike  seafarers  from  all  nations .  Landmarks  and  islands

were  visible  to  all  seafarers  and  the  collective  fear  of  the  Paracels

impacted  massively  on  the  determination  of  the  maritime  routes .

Knowledge  of  the  waters  increased  as  sailors  sailed  these  routes ,  and

the  creation  of  maritime  rutters  and  the  development  of  European

cartography  can  be  seen  as  a  collective  effort  that  transcends

national  boundaries .  As  such  tackling  the  reality  of  being  at  sea  and

journeying  within  the  South  China  Sea  also  shows  exchanges .  The

Portuguese ,  Spanish ,  Dutch ,  English  and  French  in  fact  built  their

charting  history  upon  one  another .  Furthermore ,  they  all  relied  on

local  pilots ,  Vietnamese ,  Chinese  or  Malay ,  who  sailed  the  seas  as

their  forefathers  did . In  sum ,  this  paper  offers  to  look  at  the  sea  and

at  the  mariners  experience  of  seafaring  to  address  a  collective

maritime  history  of  the  region .
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The Role of International Tourism in the Maldives
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The Republic of Maldives is an archipelago consisting of 26 coral atolls

stretching 750 km across the Indian Ocean and located on the equator ,

700 km South-West of India and Sri Lanka . The 26 coral atolls contain

about 1 ,190 very small islands of which only 203 are inhabited . Separate

islands are set aside for specific purposes , for example , the

international airport has an island to itself and so has each of the

tourism resorts . The Maldives is known for its natural unspoilt

environment , including the white beaches , blue ocean and clean air .

Maldivian international tourism entered the world arena when the first

international tourist resort was opened in 1972 . In the early 1980s , the

Maldives was one of the world 's 20 poorest countries , with a population

of 156 ,000 . In 2012 , with a population of more than 300 ,000 , it is a

middle-income country with a per capita income of over US $6 ,300 .

This transformation was due to its ability and the willingness of

International Agencies to assist them to exploit the economic potential

of the pristine marine environment .This paper considers the economic

and related consequences of International Tourism for the Maldives

such as international tourism as a contributor to its Gross Domestic

Product (GDP) and also being a major earner of foreign exchange and

its contribution to the country ’s balance of payments . This paper also

considers the flip side of this development being the leakages of the

foreign exchange due to the resort hotels ’ management being in the

hands of foreign tour operators and foreign resort owners . Also the

chapter will look at the low levels of country ’s labour force being

employed both directly and indirectly in international tourism . Also it

will look at other obstacles such as Geographic Constraints and

Seasonal Constraints that may lead to underemployment of Maldivians

working in these resorts and any related pollution problems that may

arise from this development and the appropriate policies to overcome



Trade & Commerce in the 17th Century India through the
Travelogue of Jeweller Traveller J.B. Tavernier 
 

With  the  renaissance  in  Europe ,  a  zeal  for  the  search  of  new  lands

was  felt ,  as  a  result  the  rulers  promoted  the  voyagers  to  undertake

voyages  for  the  purpose .  Some  of  them  sailed  for  the  commercial

purposes  whereas  for  some  it  was  an  adventure .  Jean-Baptiste

Tavernier   (1605–1689) was  a  well-known  French  jeweller  traveller ,

keen  observer  and  a  cultural  anthropologist  in  the  17th  century .  At

his  own  expense  he  covered  180 ,000  miles  (290 ,000  km) over  the

course  of  forty  years  and  six  voyages ,  through  Turkey ,  Persia  and

India .  All  his  narration  belonging  to  these  voyages  was  published  in

Les  Six  Voyages  de  Jean-Baptiste  Tavernier   (Six  Voyages ,  1676) in  two

volumes ,  which  is  much  praised  by  historians  and

geographers .  Tavernier ’s  travelogue  mainly  deals  with  the  economic

mineral  resources  of  Mughal  India .  Being  a  merchant ,  his

observations  primarily  give  valuable  information  of  the  contemporary

trade  & commerce ,  Shroff  or  money-changer ,  production  & sale  of  the

standard  commodities .He  was  an  eyewitness  of  several  incidences ,

hence  objectively ,  honestly  & factually  recorded  them  in  the

travelogue .  This  research  paper  will  throw  a  l ight  on  Tavernier ’s

observations ,  which  is  a  main  source  to  study  contemporary  Indian

trade  & Commerce .
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Seaports and Chinese soft power in the Indian Ocean
 

Seaports play a vital role in facilitating the movement of goods and

people and in the overall performance of logistics value chains . The

efficiency of seaports helps determine the international

competitiveness of an economy and shapes the fortunes of port cities .

Ports are costly to build and operate and developing nations in the

Indian Ocean Region (IOR), in particular , have often utilised aid and

loans from international agencies and regional economic giants , such as

China and Japan , to help fund infrastructure upgrades . This provides an

opportunity for these agencies and countries to use soft power to

increase their influence in the region .China ’s aim to be a major global

power- a political as well as an economic giant- has led it to undertake

massive investment in soft power and transport infrastructure .   Ports

have played a key role in China ’s ‘New Silk Road ’ , now known as the Belt

and Road Initiative (BRI). China is , for example , involved in port

construction and management in Africa , Bangladesh , Myanmar ,

Pakistan and Sri Lanka . The BRI has proved controversial , especially as

many projects have yielded insufficient short-term returns to cover

repayments , creating debt distress in some of the recipient countries . 

While China claims its aims are peaceful and non-hegemonic , there

have been concerns expressed about its tendency to use ‘sharp

power ’ .The aim of this keynote lecture is to provide an assessment of

Chinese investment in maritime infrastructure and soft power influence

in the IOR . It will be argued that despite its shortcomings the BRI offers

enormous potential to promote economic development in the IOR and

that while China has begun to challenge the world ’s major soft powers ,

it has yet to match their global influence .
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Empire, environment and disease: an Indian Ocean case study 
 

Between  1855-59 ,  the  island  of  Mauritius ,  with  a  landmass  of  only

2040  km2 ,  was  producing  10% of  the  world ’s  sugar :  a  staggering

testimony  to  the  power  of  imperial  influence  on  ecology .  The

transformations  that  this  intensification  in  cane  production  resulted

in  were  far  reaching .  One  facet  that  remains  poorly  understood  is  the

context  of  disease ,  despite  a  well-developed  historic  narrative .

This paper presents details of a series of malaria epidemics that

plagued the island from the 1850s onwards .  In 1867 ,  some 41 ,000

people died from malaria ,  10% of the entire population at that time .

This massive death toll made the island of particular interest to the

medical profession ;  notably ,  Roland Ross undertook his first major

field research on Mauritius following his seminal discovery of the

nature of malaria transmission .  The presentation concentrates on the

imperial response to malaria .  It also discussed how archaeology is

contributing to a clearer understanding of the historic context ,  and

potentially ,  may have utility for contemporary studies of vector borne

disease .
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Reactions to the Japanese Occupation of French Indochina:
1940-1945
 

From  1940  until  1945  the  Japanese  occupied  French  Indochina .  This

presentation  discusses  the  reactions  and  actions  of  the  French ,

Vietnamese ,  and  Japanese ,  to  this  Japanese  occupation .  It  seeks  to

highlight  how  the  occupation ,  and  the  actions  of  the  French  and

Japanese ,  affected  Vietnamese  nationalism  and  eroded  French

colonial  rule .  It  argues  that  Vietnam  was  a  missed  opportunity  on

the  part  of  the  Japanese  with  regard  to  the  ideal  of  the  ‘Greater  East

Asian  Co-Prosperity  Sphere ’  and  ‘Asia  for  Asians ’ .  Finally ,  it  seeks  to

highlight  the  eventual  impact  of  these  reactions  and  actions

throughout  the  occupation ,  discussing  how  they  mesh  together ,

eventually  leading  to  the  ‘August  Revolution ’  of  1945 .  Overall ,  it

explores  the  context  of  the  Japanese  occupation  of  French

Indochina ;  Japanese  actions  and  policy  throughout  the  occupation ;

the  reactions  of  the  Vichy  French  Colonial  Government  to  the

Japanese  Occupation ;  and  the  changing  reactions  of  the  various

Nationalist  and  Communist  Vietnamese  groups  to  the  behaviour  of

the  Japanese  and  French .
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The Dutch East India Company’s Intervention on the Island of
Lombok at the end of the 19th Century 
 

This paper examines the Dutch East India Company ,  or VOC ,

intervention on the island of Lombok ,  Indonesia ,  during the late 19th

century .  It considers the socio-economic and political climate of the

island of Lombok before the Dutch ,  and the relationship between the

Balinese and Sasak Islamists .  It discusses the VOC ’s employee

relationships with the indigenous people of Indonesia ,  and their

implementation of an agricultural economy .  It also explores the threat

of their English competitors that resulted in a treaty between the

Netherlands Indies Company and the Raja of Mataram ,  signed in 1843 ,

referencing the original and amended treaties .  The paper further

explores Lombok ’s kept secret of precious minerals ,  iron ore and

fertile land which advanced Dutch military action ,  the result being the

subsequent breakdown of the treaty agreement ,  and the overthrow of

the Balinese Karangasem dynasty in 1895 .  This paper concludes with

an analysis of the effects of Dutch colonisation ,  how they governed

during civil unrest ,  and navigated stark religious and cultural

differences .
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Small Islands of the Indian Ocean  

 

For  the  first  time ,  Coral  Expeditions ,  Australia ’s  Pioneering  Cruise

Line  will  venture  into  the  vast  expanses  of  the  Indian  Ocean ,  as  we

welcome  the  Coral  Geographer  with  a  maiden  voyage  series

designed  to  explore  island  wonders .  Rich  history ,  abundant  and  rare

wildlife  experiences ,  exotic  flavours  and  great  cultural  diversity

await .  This  is  a  rare  opportunity  to  experience  remote  islands  and

atolls  – both  those  less  travelled  and  those  known  for  their  beauty  –

in  complete  comfort  and  with  the  company  of  expert  guides  and

naturalists .Coral  Expeditions  Senior  Master ,  Gary  Wilson ,  will  give  an

overview  of  the  building  of  Coral  Geographer  and  the  voyages  that

will  take  her  around  the  Indian  Ocean ,  from  Singapore  through

Sumatra ,  Sri  Lanka ,  the  Maldives ,  Seychelles ,  Madagascar ,  Mauritius ,

Zanzibar ;  then  an  Indian  Ocean  crossing  (where  we  will  teach

guests  the  skill  of  traditional  celestial  navigation) to  Fremantle .

Then  to  complete  the  epic  voyage ,  we  will  continue  North  along

Australia ’s  Indian  Ocean  coast ,  where  history  abounds ,  including

visiting  the  Cocos/Keeling  Islands ,  Christmas  Island  and  Ashmore

Reef .  We  are  proud  to  announce  the  build  of  our  fifth  expedition

ship .  Coral  Geographer  will  remain  true  to  our  nature  of  authentic

expedition .    Our  ships  remain  small  enough  to  go  to  untouched

places ,  bringing  small  numbers  of  l ike-minded  guests  close  to

nature  and  cultures  with  personal  attention  and  professional

Australian  service .
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The role of ethical disruptions to unethical business dealings
beyond the enforceability powers of the United Nations to set
human rights practices in business dealings and trade in the
Indian Ocean Region 
 

Australia ’s Modern Slavery Act (Cth) 2018 has an international

regulatory and human rights effect in not only business and the way

commercial entities operate ,  but how consumers engage with

suppliers in regional and international trade .  Will Australia ’s trade

practices change under this new legislation? Australian Parliament

passed the Modern Slavery Act (Cth) 2018 on the 29th of November

2018 ,  with the Bill receiving royal assent on the 10th December 2018 .

The legislation came into effect on the 1st January 2019 - not to

confuse this Act with the NSW Act with the same name receiving

Assent and commencement on the same dates as the Commonwealth

Act .  Australia ’s efforts come after UK ’s transparency in supply chain

legislation by the same name :  Modern Slavery Act (UK) 2015 ,  the

Californian Transparency in Supply Chains Act (2010) and France ’s Due

Diligence laws Law No .  2017-399 on corporate ‘duty of care ’  (devoir de

vigilance) in 2017 .  These standards of law are now being drafted into a

UN Treaty alongside international guidelines and principles for human

rights practices in business .

 

(Cont .)
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The  critical  question  here  is :  if  the  core  of  the  obligations  under

these  new  regulatory  schemes  calls  on  suppliers  to  check  for  slavery

in  their  supply  chains ,  but  these  suppliers  are  based  in  countries

that  regularly  practice  human  rights  violations ,  what  powers  do  we  -

as  a  trade  partner  or  otherwise  have  to  call  these  Nation  - States  to

account  on  their  human  rights  records ,  and  will  this  affect  our  trade

and  economic  dealings  with  them? How  will  Australia ’s  standards

impact  global  markets  and  will  Australia  sign  the  new  UN  Treaty?

Will  due  diligence  standards  be  enforced  and  what  are  Australia ’s

trade  partner  obligations  under  the  Vienna  Convention? To  what

extent  should  our  international  relations  be  influenced  by

international  norms  set  by  treaties ,  by  economic  agendas  and  by

our  own  conscience  and  ethics? Ethical  disruption  to  unethical

business  markets  has  seen  international  success  for  several  years

now ,  with  major  international  companies  such  as  Nestle  tightening

up  their  supply  chain  purchasing  due  to  consumer  pressure  and

public  campaigning  - but  is  consumer  pressure  enough ,  and  what

role  does  it  have  in  international  markets?
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Maritime and Underwater Cultural Heritage in Mauritius:
Shipwrecks Mapping and Slave Trade Ships 
 

Mauritius is an island created by maritime endeavour and has been a

critical node in the movement of people ,  goods ,  and ideas during the

period of European expansion .  A research on historical and archive

sources has recorded an extraordinary number of shipwrecks ,  over

800 ,  demonstrating the great potential of the island ’s maritime

context .  Starting from this huge database ,  a new GIS project is

mapping all these shipwrecks with the aim of creating a complete

frame of the potential and concrete maritime heritage in this area of

the Indian Ocean .  Moreover ,  the maritime heritage in Mauritius is

important not only for local communities i .e . ,  Le Coureur (1821) was

last illegal slaver ship and represents the actual ending of slavery but

also for the wider world ,  e .g . ,  HMS Sirius (1810) was part of the fleet in

the battle of Trafalgar .  For instance ,  exploring the social ,  craft ,  and

biographical aspects of Le Coureur shipwreck will not only provide

new evidence and help contextualize the slavery period in Mauritius ,

but will also make a significant contribution to the understanding of

labour migration in this part of the West Indian Ocean .
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The influence of Indian sub-continental liberal Islam
on the Maldives
 

 During his recent visit to the Maldives ,  Indian Prime Minister

Narendra Modi was presented with a copy of the first constitution of

the Maldives ,  enacted in 1932 .  The British ,  whose Protectorate the

Maldives was until 1965 ,  saw the constitution as democratically ‘too

advanced ’  and not appropriate for the Maldives – a self-claimed 100%

Muslim state .  The constitution indeed was suspended within less

than a year ,  but the ideas behind it continued to influence

subsequent constitutions .  This paper examines the influence of ideas

and discourses by ‘modernist ’  or ‘liberal ’  Muslim thinkers in the

Indian subcontinent in the early 20th century on political

modernization attempts in the Maldives ,  including the 1932

Constitution .  The presentation shows the liberalising influence of the

modernist Islam and nationalist ideas from the Indian subcontinent ,

such as in the area of women ’s empowerment ,  as well as the

paradoxical way they shaped Islam as a politicised religion in the

Maldives .  By way of conclusion ,  it therefore clarifies limits in certain

assumptions behind the calls for ‘liberal Islam ’  as a force for liberal

democracy in the Muslim world .
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Cultural Dynamics in the Indian Ocean in the Past and the Future
 

 The Indian Ocean region is experiencing a tectonic shift as the

world ’s centre of gravity in economics ,  politics and the social returns

to Asia (perhaps its historical default setting) after a period of nearly

200 to 300 years of European hegemony .  This will have repercussions

also in the cultural and knowledge realm including in science and

technology .  These repercussions should not necessarily be

extrapolations of Eurocentric culture and knowledge ,  but with Asia at

the realm ,  it should ideally incorporate cultural and civilisational

elements from the Asian region .  Before discussing the future

directions of such possibilities ,  we should ,  a predominantly English-

speaking audience subject to Macaulay imprinting ,  disabuse ourselves

of the given trajectories of knowledge ,  say presumably from that of

Greeks (supposed to have invented intellectual explorations), through

the Renaissance (which broke through the 1000 year reign of the

Christian Dark Ages), through the Enlightenment from which arose

the bulk of our Eurocentric cultural systems including science and

technology .
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A Bengali Prince, the Indian Ocean, and the ‘landlocked’ 
kingdom of Tibet 
 

Tibet  is  probably  one  of  the  last  places  we  think  of  as  having  any

connection  to  the  sea .  This  landlocked ,  ‘hermit  kingdom ’  flanked  by

the  world ’s  highest  mountains  at  its  southern  border  and  a  sparse

plateau  stretching  towards  the  north ,  seems  as  far  from  the  cultures ,

peoples ,  and  religions  of  the  sea  as  anywhere .  Yet  the  Sarma ,  or  New

Translation  traditions  of  Tibetan  Buddhism  owe  much  to  the

influence  of  a  man  who  l ived  by  the  Indian  Ocean ,  and  travelled  by

sea  to  the  Southeast  Asian  kingdom  of  Srivajaya  to  study  under  the

11th  century  master ,  Dharmakirti .  This  man  was  Atisa  (982-1054) ,  a

Bengali  prince  from  eastern  India ,  who  renounced  royalty  to  become

a  mendicant  monk .  Atisa  would  spend  thirteen  years  studying

Tantric  Buddhism  in  Srivajaya  on  the  ‘Golden  Isle ’  (Sumatra) before

returning  to  India  to  become  one  of  the  most  prominent  monks  in

the  11th  century  at  Vikramsila  Monastery .  In  1040  he  was  invited  to

Tibet ,  where  he  significantly  influenced  the  development  of  the  New

Translation  traditions  of  Tibetan  Buddhism  (the  Kadam ,  Kagyu ,

Gelug ,  and  Sakya  schools ,  as  well  as  the  minority  Jonang  school) .  He

also  took  with  him  to  Tibet  the  oldest  surviving  Buddhist

commentary  from  Southeast  Asia ,  the  Durbodha  aloka  ( I l luminating

the  unfathomable) ,  composed  by  his  teacher  Dharmakirti .  This  paper

will  explore  the  role  of  Southeast  Asian  Tantric  Buddhism  in  the

development  of  the  schools  of  Tibetan  Buddhism ,  through  the

medium  of  Atisa ,  and  of  course ,  the  Indian  Ocean .
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Archaeology of the North West Shelf, Australia  
 

Several decades of work on terrestrial habitats and occupation records

from the coast and islands of North-West Australia shows an intensive

human marine/arid coastal economic system extending back to

50 ,000 years .  For much of this Deep History some 2M sq km of the

northern coastal plain was used by people and the unique faunas of

the desert edge .  However ,  this large coastal landscape became

drowned as recently as 10 ,000 years ago with the current islands of

Barrow ,  Montebello islands  and Murujuga taking their present form

by 7 ,500 years ago .  In this talk I will outline new understandings and

insights from this ‘Atlantis ’  of the north .
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Anchors of Central Vietnam and Ancient Maritime Trade in the
Indian Ocean
 

Central  Vietnam  grew  to  become  part  of  a  complex  system  of

ancient  maritime  trading  routes  between  the  West  and  East  and  had

ports  that  served  the  long-distance  sailing  ships  that  voyaged  across

the  Indian  Ocean  and  Asian  waters  around  the  8-9th  centuries .  In

2014 ,  local  fishermen  recovered  two  composite  anchors  from  the

waters  off  Quang  Ngai  province  in  Central  Vietnam .  Having  been

stored  in  a  local  compound ,  these  anchors  are  rapidly

deteriorating .  Due  to  their  distinctive  design  and  similar  to  the

Indian  Ocean  type  anchor ,  the  anchors  have  significant  potential  to

answer  questions  regarding  the  form ,  function  and  evolution  of

anchor  technology  around  this  time  period .  This  paper  will  outline

the  ongoing  study  on  the  anchors  of  utilizing  experimental

archaeology ,  archaeometallurgical  analysis ,  and  isotopic

investigations .
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